
August 22, 2021 

 

An Open Letter to School Boards, Superintendents, and School Administrators in Western Pennsylvania: 

We previously wrote to the Allegheny County Health Department (ACHD) to advocate for an order 

applicable to K-12 schools requiring universal masking and distancing as per the guidance from the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP). At the time of this 

writing, including additional cosigners, over 650 healthcare professionals have added their names to this 

effort. We continue to encourage ACHD to issue such a mandate, as we believe it would be the best way to 

ensure the health and safety of children and our overall community as students return to the classroom. 

In the absence of a mandate to date, we have been pleased to witness a number of schools develop their 

own health and safety plans that are in line with the CDC and AAP guidance. We recognize that most school 

board members are not medical or public health professionals – so to those individuals responsible for 

these decisions, we want to sincerely say thank you – you are doing the right thing to keep your students 

safe and in the classroom. 

At the time of this writing, however, too many schools have either not yet adopted such policies or have 

voted on policies that fall short of the above evidence-based guidance. Optional masking will risk outbreaks 

in schools and will force greater numbers of students into quarantine, disrupting the safe return to in-

person learning that should be everyone’s goal. To the individuals responsible for these decisions – there is 

still time to change. We strongly urge you to follow public health guidance. Update your health and safety 

plans. Require universal masking in your schools. Your students and your community are counting on you.  

Sincerely, 

Amy Crawford-Faucher, MD, FAAFP 
Vice Chair, Primary Care Institute 
Vice Chair, Department of Family Medicine 
Allegheny Health Network 
 
Divna Djokic, MD 
Pediatric Infectious Diseases 
Allegheny Health Network 
 
Ghady Haidar, M.D.  
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Division of Infectious Diseases, Transplant 
ID Program 
Director of Research, Bone Marrow 
Transplant/Hematologic Malignancy ID 
Program Director, Transplant ID Fellowship 
University of Pittsburgh and UPMC 

Matthew Moffa, DO 
Medical Director, Infection Prevention, 
West Penn Hospital 
Division of Infectious Disease 
Allegheny Health Network 
 
Nathan R. Shively, MD 
Medical Director, Antimicrobial Stewardship 
Program, Allegheny Valley Hospital 
Division of Infectious Disease 
Allegheny Health Network 
 
Thomas L. Walsh, MD 
Medical Director, Quality 
Allegheny General Hospital 
Medical Director, Antimicrobial Stewardship 
Program 
Allegheny Health Network

 

https://bit.ly/ACHDletter
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://www.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
https://bit.ly/ACHDcosigners
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2021/08/19/kdka-back-to-school-mask-guide/

