
 
August 19, 2022 

 
 
Greetings St. Gregory School Family,  
 
It is my pleasure to welcome you all to the 2022-2023 school year! The teachers and staff are excited and 
look forward to the beginning of a new year. I am delighted for the opportunities that await your children this 
year; your child is attending a school with a tradition of excellence. 
 
This year we are thrilled to welcome a few new faces to the St. Gregory School family! Father Wehner was 
installed as the Pastor of our new parish, Divine Grace, on August 7th. As I mentioned in my email, he has 
already demonstrated to be an exceptional leader. I am looking forward to his presence in our school, and I 
cannot wait for you to meet him. In addition to our new Pastor, Matthew Casey is our new middle-level 
math teacher. Mr. Casey has been a life-long Catholic school student, so he is thrilled to be with us as a 
teacher. We also welcome our PTG President, Melissa Leck, to the staff as well! Mrs. Leck will be with us 
for morning daycare and preschool. Finally, Trevor Shepherd is our new Athletic Director. Trevor has hit the 
ground running and is eager to improve our already successful athletic program. Please join me in 
welcoming all of them to our school family! 
 
I have spent much of the summer attending safety seminars and updating our current Safety and Security 
protocols. I can assure you that we are doing all we can to keep your child safe and happy. Like every year, 
we are teaming up with the Zelienople Police Department to help us with our safety measures. Almost 
daily, a Zelienople police officer will make a visit to the school. This has been a great partnership with the 
department and I’m so grateful for their support. If you would like to contribute to this program, please send 
your donation (made out to St. Gregory School) in an envelope labeled “Adopt a Cop.” 

St. Gregory School’s focus this year is on the virtue of love. We will express this love and respect to one 
another through a variety of activities and reminders throughout our day. Every day, we will use Sarah 
Young’s Jesus Calling for Kids. These daily devotionals are written as if Jesus is speaking directly to a 
child's heart. We feel this will be a great way to connect scripture to day-to-day life. Our goal through this 
virtue focus and daily reflection is to promote our Catholic identity so that we can strengthen your child’s 
bond with Jesus Christ. We will also continue our “fish sticker” program. Each time a child performs a good 
deed he/she will be rewarded with a fish sticker; they will then be able to turn in their stickers for various 
prizes.   
 
We appreciate your support more than words can express. If you have any questions or concerns, always 
feel free to reach out to us. I look forward to seeing you at school activities. Your presence is not only 
welcomed, but it is greatly needed! Our PTG, through the Family Share Program, is a great way to get 
involved.  Everyone is part of the St. Gregory School family. 
 
Finally, for those of you who have been a part of the school for a long time, you know the love and light that 
permeates this place. I promise you that we will keep that light and love shining bright. We are the church. 
This school is an example of Christ at work and I look forward to you experiencing that for yourself. 

In Christ, 

 
Mrs. Erin Rice 


